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Newark Safety Town Prepares for 32nd Year of Teaching Kids to Be Safe 

Newark, DE (July 23, 2012) – The City of Newark Parks and Recreation Department is preparing for its 

32nd annual Safety Town program July 30 through August 10 at the George Wilson Community Center.  The city 

run program began in 1980 as part of a National Safety Town program that teaches pre-school and early 

elementary school-aged children various ways to be safe.  Space is still available in the morning session for 

children aged 4-5 years and in the afternoon session for children aged 5-7 years.  

Over a thousand children have graduated from the program after learning about many of the dangers 

that exist in the world around them. With the help from many special guests and presenters, children are taught 

about strangers, pedestrians, railroads, fire safety, poisons, water safety, 9-1-1 and more. 

Newark’s Police Department provides a police officer to assist the recreation staff and teen volunteers in 

administering the program. 

A visit to the Newark Police Station or Aetna Hose Hook and Ladder allows children to see how large 

emergency management groups come together to help the community every day. For many children, this trip is 

their first experience riding a school bus. 

Personnel from many area police and emergency response teams have participated in the program’s 

annual Vehicle Day. Children are able to get an up close look at an ambulance, fire truck, New Castle County 

Mounted Patrol as well as Newark police cars, motorcycles, bicycles, animal control vehicle, and in some years 

are even treated to an up close look at the State Police helicopter. 

Several local businesses and organizations help by sponsoring the program through monetary 

contributions as well as providing expert presenters and items needed for the program. Sponsors include Dow 

and McDonald’s (DuKart Management). 

Past guest presenters include personnel from the Newark Police Department, Aetna Hose Hook and 

Ladder, Dow, Prevent Child Abuse Delaware, AAA Mid-Atlantic, Delaware State Parks, DART First State, Delaware 

Safe Kids Coalition, and more.  

Register for Safety Town at www.cityofnewarkde.us/parksrecreation.  

(Photos attached: 1) 2011 Safety Town participants get up close look at the Delaware State Police helicopter 

during Vehicle Day, 2) Following a K9 demonstration, past Safety Town participants tried on the K9 bite sleeve 
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with help from Newark Police Cpl. Chris Jones, 3) Firefighter and EMT Irene Harris gives the participants and 

volunteers at Safety Town a close look at an ambulance.) 
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