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City of Newark Issues Conditional Zoning Verification to  
The Data Centers, LLC Project 

 
 Newark, DE (January 17, 2014) – The City of Newark issued a conditional zoning verification to The Data 

Centers, LLC proposal to build a combined heat and power plant (“CHP”) in conjunction with a 900,000 square foot data 

center on the Science, Technology and Advanced Research (“STAR”) campus of the University of Delaware.       

 

 The conditional zoning verification addresses whether the proposed CHP is accessory to the data center, and 

holds that the CHP may be built subject to certain limitations. The conditional zoning verification is expressly 

conditioned upon The Data Centers, LLC’s ability to meet and adhere to numerous standards, guidelines and limitations 

– and limits power sales to 30% of the need of the project.  The letter also makes it clear that the City reserves the right 

to change conditions and limitations on the project if the data submitted changes at any point in the process.  A copy of 

the conditional zoning verification can be found on the City’s website.   

 

 Director of Planning and Development Maureen Feeney Roser said “the decision was a difficult one because of 

the weighty and complex matters involved.  The City has been inundated with information on both sides of the issue, 

and we have benefited from the comprehensive and informed review of the matter by the Newark community.  In the 

end, as with any zoning verification, the decision boiled down to the information presented to the City and how it 

corresponds to the zoning code and, in this case, the code’s definition of accessory use.” 

 

 The City will continue to monitor the proposed project as it develops to assure that the final product 

continues to meet the applicable zoning requirements and that the CHP remains accessory to the data center.   

Additionally, City Manager Carol Houck stated “the City, its legal counsel and consultants will take an active role with 

respect to The Data Centers, LLC’s pending air permit application with the Department of Natural Resources and 

Environmental Control.”   Furthermore, as authorized by City Council on January 13, 2014, Houck said “we are in the 

process of retaining an independent environmental consultant to make certain that air quality and environmental 

standards are met by The Data Centers, LLC project.”      
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