
























































herself as a  " career volunteer"  who has had considerable involvement with civic

organizations.  Ms. Dressel does not receive any payment for her service on the Planning

Commission.

5. Ms. Dressel testified about a previous application involving the Charter

School that came before the Planning Commission in 2008.  Prior to the hearing on that

application, Ms. Dressel requested and received a legal opinion from the City Solicitor as

to whether she could participate in the discussion and voting on this application.   In

response, she was advised that she could participate in the discussion and voting as long

as she publicly disclosed her affiliation with the Newark Charter School, and that in her

opinion this affiliation would not affect her ability to fairly and impartially consider the

application.

6. Mr. Sisk then submitted into evidence the Minutes of the July 1, 2008

Planning Commission meeting.   These Minutes are attached hereto as Exhibit ` B".

These Minutes reflect that Ms. Dressel publicly announced she was an employee of the

Newark Charter School, and that her husband was a volunteer and served as Chairman of

the Board of Directors of the Newark Charter School.  These minutes further show that

Ms. Dressel offered to recuse herself from the vote if necessary.  Because there was no

objection, Ms. Dressel did vote on the 2008 Charter School application.

7. Ms.  Dressel was then asked about the function of the Planning

Commission when considering a rezoning of property.   Ms. Dressel testified that the

Planning Commission can only make recommendations to the City Council on a

rezoning, and that the Council need not follow the recommendation of the Planning

Commission.
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