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Newark Police Department’s
Railroad Response Plan

Overview



DUTIES OF THE 911 
CENTER

• Receive call and pinpoint the exact location 
of the accident and accompanying details

• Notify appropriate railroad and have all 
trains stopped.  Verify what hazmats are on 
the train and if they are affected.

• Notify Fireboard, other police agencies and 
DNREC



DUTIES OF THE 911 
CENTER 

• Maintain communication with the Incident 
Commander.

• Select a radio frequency for all first 
responders.  



EMERGENCY RESPONSE
• First responders on the scene will make a 

preliminary assessment of the scene and 
notify 911 dispatch, providing all available 
information.

• They will avoid rushing in and approach the 
incident from upwind and uphill.  



EMERGENCY RESPONSE
• Remaining clear of all spills, vapors, 

fumes, smoke and suspicious sources to 
obtain pertinent information.

• Locate train conductor and obtain train 
consist.

• The highest ranking fire official on scene 
will be the incident commander and will 
command and direct all emergency 
response actions.



EMERGENCY RESPONSE

• A Unified command will be established 
under the State’s Oil and Hazardous 
Materials Response Plan (SERT) to 
facilitate a coordinated response by local, 
state and federal agencies.  Command can 
be transferred to DEMA or EPA/USCG if 
warranted to a higher Level of Incident.



EMERGENCY RESPONSE
• The Incident Commander will direct the 

police to establish the appropriate perimeter 
and establish traffic control.

• The first qualified EMS provider at the 
scene will assume EMS control under the 
direction of the Fire Department Incident 
Commander, set-up the EMS incident 
support structure in accordance with the 
Mass Casualty Plan.



LAW ENFORCEMENT

• The Newark Police Department will be the 
lead police agency within Newark 
Municipal boundaries, and will work in 
conjunction with other law enforcement 
agencies as appropriate.

• Initiating preliminary incident investigation, 
evidence preservation and collection, and 
incident documentation.



LAW ENFORCEMENT
• Establish perimeters.
• Activate traffic and crowd control 

procedures.
• Establish emergency vehicle ingress and 

egress.
• Maintain law and order.
• Assist with evacuations.
• Assist with rescue operations.



EMERGENCY RESPONSE
• The Incident Commander and Emergency 

Management in cooperation with DNREC 
and Technical Representatives, develop 
decreased/expanded protective actions to 
amend the initial isolation actions 
established per guidance.

• These notices will be issued by the Media 
Coordinator, Emergency Management 
and/or 911 Center through established 
Notification Systems.



NEWARK POLICE 
MOBILE COMMAND



ӔTNA Hose Hook & Ladder
Newark Fire Department

Response to Railcar 
Emergencies

A.J Schall
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ӔTNA Hose Hook & Ladder
Newark Fire Department

• 12.4 miles in Aetna’s 
District

• 7  Roadway 
Intersections 



ӔTNA Hose Hook & Ladder
Newark Fire Department

Overview
• Review Dispatch and Response

• Access and Arrive on Scene  

• Request Additional Resources



ӔTNA Hose Hook & Ladder
Newark Fire Department

Dispatch
• Incident Received by 911 Center 
• Initial Dispatched Resources

– Aetna
– Other NCC Fire Departments
– NCC Hazardous Material Response Team 
– DNREC



ӔTNA Hose Hook & Ladder
Newark Fire Department

Scene Size Up
• Access the scene
• Identify the hazard
• Develop an action plan

– Rescue
– Containment 
– Air Monitoring 
– Control the fire 
– Evacuation
– Notification 

• Identify Additional Resources



ӔTNA Hose Hook & Ladder
Newark Fire Department

Large Scale Incident 
• Additional Resources

– Dover 
– WFD
– Airbase
– DNREC
– Railroad
– And others 



ӔTNA Hose Hook & Ladder
Newark Fire Department

So What is Aetna Doing?
• Expand hazmat/railcar training in 

curriculum
• Work with DSFS in developing specific 

railway emergency education
• Developing a rail response policy
• Developing agreements with needed 

resources 



ӔTNA Hose Hook & Ladder
Newark Fire Department

In Closing
• This will be a major incident 
• This will stress Aetna and surrounding 

districts
• This is not our normal response
• Duration can be from days to weeks
• Unified Command is key to Success
• Railroad responsible for mitigation 
• Ongoing training and reassessing needs 



Key Factors –
Public Protective Actions

• Jurisdiction and Responsibility
• Consistent and approved messages = PIO
• Initial Action for protection on potential
• Upgrade/downgrade for actual hazards
• Designation of Protective Area – line drawn ?
• Newark Evacuation Routes – see next slide
• Community Shelter Concept

NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 



NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 



Community Shelter Concept
• Emergency Manager Activated
• Red Cross, DHSS, and others staff
• Agriculture/SPCA; DPH; DNG; DSCYF (Kids)
• The need at least > 4 hours
• 2 hours to activate
• Temporary location (Comfort Station/Reception 
Center) until Opening – Fire Halls

• Long Term and School Operations considered

NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 



DENS – State 
Notification System

http://dema.delaware.gov/



Newark InformMe



Newark InformMe



Newark InformMe



Newark InformMe



Newark InformMe
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

CRUDE OIL BASICS:

• Crude oil is a complex combination of hydrocarbons covering the carbon number 
range from C1 to C60+. 

• Also contains sulfur, oxygen and nitrogen compounds, organometallic complexes 
notably of sulfur and vanadium, and dissolved gases such as hydrogen sulfide. 

• Crude oils range from thin, light colored oils consisting mainly of gasoline‐quality 
stock to heavy, thick tar‐like materials. 

• The chemical composition of crude oils from different producing regions, and even 
from within a particular formation, can vary tremendously. 

• An “average” crude contains 84% carbon, 14% hydrogen, 1‐3% sulfur, and 
approximately 1.0 % nitrogen, 1.0% oxygen and 0.1%  minerals and salts. 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

http://uwpea.com/uncategorized/swimming‐in‐a‐pool‐of‐oil‐what‐does‐an‐oil‐reservoir‐look‐like

Previous Oil 
Drilling 
Technology
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

http://www.popularmechanics.com/science/energy/coal‐oil‐gas/fracking‐illustrated‐a‐guide‐to‐shale‐oil‐extraction‐9654630

New Horizontal Drilling / 
“Fracking” Technology
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

CRUDE OIL BASICS:

http://www.dailynebraskan.com/endowment/article_f0657702‐a53d‐11e2‐b848‐001a4bcf6878.html
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

CPC 1232 RAIL TANK CAR



PBF Energy –
Delaware City Refinery 
Emergency Services 

Chief Ron Dietrick



4,000 Gallon Foam Tanker



Dry Chemical Trailer
3,000# Purple K Ext. Agent



Dual Agent Trailer
500lbs Dry Chemical
660 Gallons of Foam



Foam Concentrate
1% X 3% AR‐AFFF



Foam Making Equipment



Questions?



Additional 
Information not 

presented meeting



NTSB 
FEDERAL MANDATES

• Investigate a rail incident including any 
accident involving a passenger or employee 
fatality, or any accident in which damage 
exceeds $150,000.00.

• Investigate such accidents and report the 
facts, conditions, and circumstances relating 
to such accident and the probable cause 
thereof.  



NTSB 
FEDERAL MANDATES

• Provide an Investigator-in Charge (IIC) who 
organizes, conducts, and controls the field 
phase of investigation.  The IIC “Shall 
assume responsibility for the supervision 
and coordination of all resources and of the 
activities of all personnel, both NTSB and 
non-NTSB, involved in the onsite 
investigation.” (Title 49-Transportation, Ch. VII-NTSB Part 831.8).



NTSB 
FEDERAL MANDATES

• Provide the official Accident Report.  
Provide assistance to the local community 
as necessary.



FEDERAL RAILROAD 
ADMINISTRATION

• Was created pursuant to Section 3(e) (1) of 
the Department of Transportation Act of 
1966 (49 U.S.C. app.1652).

• Its purpose includes, “to promulgate and 
enforce rail safety regulations and 
consolidate government support of rail 
transportation activities.”



FEDERAL RAILROAD 
ADMINISTRATION

• It administers and enforces the Federal laws 
and related regulations designed to promote 
safety on the railroads.

• It exercises jurisdiction over all areas of rail 
safety under the Rail Safety Act of 1970, 
such as track maintenance, inspection 
standards, equipment standards and 
operating practices.  



FEDERAL RAILROAD 
ADMINISTRATION

• It also administers and enforces regulations 
resulting from railroad safety legislation for 
locomotives, signals safety appliances, power 
brakes, hours of service, transportation of 
explosives and other dangerous articles, and 
reporting and investigation of railroad accidents.  
Railroad and related industry equipment, facilities 
and records are inspected and require reports 
reviewed.


